A survey of birds in Omo Forest Reserve, 
south-western Nigeria 
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Un inventaire des oiseaux de la Forét classée d'Omo, Nigeria du sud-ouest. Lors d'un inven- 
taire ornithologique de la Forét classée d'Omo, Ogun State, Nigeria, en septembre 2007, 154 
espèces ont été recensées, parmi lesquelles 21 sont nouvelles pour le site. Ceci porte le nombre 
total d'espéces connues de cette forét à 242. En dépit d'avoir beaucoup souffert de la déforestation 
et du braconage, et malgré le fait qu'une grande partie a été convertie en plantations et cultures, 
le site, qui est une des 27 Zones d'Importance pour la Conservation des Oiseaux (ZICO) du 
Nigeria, héberge encore un nombre significatif d'espéces endémiques à la forét guinéo-congolaise, 
ains! qu'au mois deux espèces cataloguées comme Quasi menacées, le Perroquet Jaco Psittacus 
erithacus et le Calao à casque Jaune Ceratogymna elata. 


Summary. À survey conducted at Omo Forest Reserve, Ogun State, Nigeria, in September 2007, 
found 154 bird species, of which 21 were new to the area, which is now known to harbour at 
least 242 species. Although impacted by a long history of logging and hunting, and despite a 
large area having been converted to plantations and farms, the reserve, which is one of Nigeria's 
27 Important Bird Areas (IBA), still harbours a significant number of Guineo-Congolian forest 
endemics and at least two globally Near-Threatened species, Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus and 


Yellow-casqued Hornbill Ceratogymna elata. 


he rain forests of south-western Nigeria, close 

to the Dahomey Gap, are geographically 
intermediate between the Upper Guinea forests 
that formerly extended from Sierra Leone to the 
Ghana—Togo border, and the Guineo-Congolian 
(or Gulf of Guinea) forests reaching eastern 
Nigeria (White 1983, Kingdon 1989, Oates et al. 
2004). South-west Nigeria is considered a 'second- 
ary endemic bird area Ed by the distribution 
of the range-restricted Ibadan Malimbe Malimbus 
Laelio: (Stattersfield et al. 1998). 

With the rapid increase in human popula- 
tion, from c.38 million in 1960 to 140 million in 
2006, the forests in the south-west, close to the 
densely populated cities of Lagos and Benin City, 
have undergone intense pressure from logging and 
agriculture. In 2005 Nigeria was considered to be 
the country with the worst global deforestation 
rate, at 11.1% per year in 2000-05. Over 95% of 
Nigeria s forests have been lost, and the remainder 
are severely threatened (FAO 2005). 

The Western Ondo Forest (Toham et al 2006) 

Ot CH s a cluster of contiguous forest reserves in 
eastern Ogun, western Ondo and southern Osun 
States, namely Omo, Oluwa, Shasha, Ife and 
\go-Owu Forest Reserves. The largest of these are 
Omo (1,305 km’), Oluwa (828 km?) and Shasha 
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(c.300 km’). These three reserves formed part of 
the Shasha Forest Reserve, originally created in 
1925 (Isichei 1995). 

Forest reserves in Nigeria were established 
during the colonial period to provide sustainable 
supplies of timber through controlled logging and 
to safeguard water supplies. Logging was under- 
taken according to rotational timber-harvesting 
plans, but this sustained-yield management was 
largely abandoned during the 1970s. In some 
reserves, natural vegetation has been replaced with 
monocultures of exotic trees. Harvesting of natu- 
ral resources and settling is allowed under permit 
or through special concessions. Bad management 
and lack of enforcement often results in uncon- 
trolled harvesting and deforestation. Only a few 
reserves, in remote or sparsely populated areas, are 
sull in good condition (Ezealor 2001). 

During the 1980s c4096 of Omo Forest 
Reserve (FR) was converted to plantations of the 
fast-growing Gmelina arborea tree as part of the 
Ogun State Forestry Plantation Project, funded 
by the World Bank and the African Development 
Bank (Isichei 1995, Green et al. 2007). The plan- 
tations were planned to provide pulp for a mill at 
Iwopin, but the mill was never completed and the 
trees are now harvested mostly for timber. 
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The oldest current settlements in Omo are 
reported to date from the 1950s. Initially these 
were temporary and, due to access difficulties 
and the dense forest, considered unfavourable for 
permanent residence. By opening roads and pro- 
viding jobs, the forestry project caused an influx 
of outsiders into the area, who started cultivating 
plots of their own, causing both further defor- 
estation and unrest among local communities 
(Ikehme 2007). 

Human settlements in and around the reserve 
numbered over 20,000 people in 1997 (Greengrass 
1997). These populations placed severe pressure 
on remaining forest by clearing new farms and 
hunting. The forests in Omo are now severely 
fragmented, with a patchwork of plots of plantain, 
banana, cocoa and other crops amid remaining 
logged forest dissected by roads and trails. The 
villages also put great pressure on the local fauna: 
an estimated 32,812 animals were taken from 
the reserve as bushmeat in 1994 (Ezealor 2001). 
Omo thus repeats a pattern seen elsewhere within 
protected and ‘sustainable use’ areas in the Gulf of 
Guinea forests (Oates er al. 2004). 

Despite its adverse prospects, Omo has 
received conservation attention. It has a 4.6 km? 
Strict Nature Reserve (locally known as ‘Queen 
Elizabeth Farm’), established in 1946. UNESCO 
declared this a Biosphere Reserve in 1977. In 
the early 1990s, the Nigeria Elephant Group 
and Ogun State Government created a 142 
km? Biosphere Extension Area around the Strict 
Nature Reserve, theoretically protected from log- 
ging. 

Omo FR has been considered an Important 
Bird Area (NG008), with at least 74 bird species 
restricted to the Guinea-Congo Forests biome 
(Ezealor 2001). Bird surveys in the area were con- 
ducted in the mid 1990s (Weeks 1997, in Ezealor 
2001), and more systematically in 2000 (Green et 
al. 2007). 

Here we report the results of a bird survey con- 
ducted in September 2007 in Omo FR as part of 
the project ‘Survey of Omo-Oluwa-Shasha Forest 
Complex, South-western Nigeria’, undertaken 
by the Nigerian Conservation Foundation with 
the goal of assessing the distribution and status 
of natural forest and key wildlife populations in 
Omo-Oluwa-Shasha, and to make preliminary 
recommendations for conservation. One specific 
goal of the bird survey was to assess the possible 
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presence of Ibadan Malimbe Malimbus ibadanen- 


sis, a threatened Nigerian endemic. 


Study area 

Omo FR was created in 1916 and was one of the 
first forests in Nigeria to be logged, beginning in 
the 1920s. It is located 135 km north-east of Lagos 
and 20 km from the coast. The Omo River flows 
through the centre of the reserve. One western 
tributary is the Erijah, a fast-flowing river running 
over exposed boulders. Some creeks are reported 
to cease flowing during the dry season, including 
those closer to Erin Camp (see below). 

Average rainfall in the region is 1,800—2,000 
mm, with a dry season from November to March. 
It rained almost daily during our stay, with fre- 
quent downpours. The terrain is undulating, with 
elevation mostly between 60 and 220 m, reaching 
c.300 m on some hilltops. The areas south of the 
reserve are at lower elevations than those to the 
north. The region lies on crystalline basements 
of granite, gneiss and schist, overlain to the south 
with Eocene deposits of sand, gravel and clay 
(Ischei 1995). 

The vegetation is semi-evergreen forest, almost 
all second growth or otherwise disturbed by log- 
ging, with pockets of older forest where timber 
extraction was difficult (Ezealor 2001). In logged 
areas vine tangles and the second-growth tree 
Musanga cecropioides are common, but oil-palms 
Elaeis guineensis are uncommon, especially com- 
pared to sites further west along the road to Lagos. 
Most remaining larger trees are the soft-wooded 
Ceiba pentandra (Bombacaceae). There are also 
low-lying areas along drainage lines covered by 
tangled vegetation with few trees where access is 
difficult. 

Omo FR is reached from the main road 
between Lagos and Benin City via a dirt road 
leading to J-4 Town (06?49'51"N 04?2220"E; 
81 m), the reserve's headquarters, where a sawmill 
has operated since the 1940s. From J-4 Town, 
one road crosses the Omo River at the Bailey 
bridge (06?52/53"N 04?19'55"E; 82 m), passes 
Eseke Village (06°54’55”N 04?19'55"E; 77 m) 
and reaches the access trail leading to Erin Camp 
(06°55’'06"N 04?19'10"E; 92 m), first established 
as a research base by the Nigerian Forest Elephant 
Group (NFEG) in 1993 (for a map, see Green 
et al. 2007). The camp is located in the heart of 
the Biosphere Extension Area and logging has 
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been less intensive around it than elsewhere in 
the reserve, although some areas have seen some 
undergrowth clearance as a first step to establish- 
ing farms. The immediate vicinity has seemingly 
good forest with some of the tallest trees we ever 
found in the area. 


Methods 

We stayed in Omo FR during 30 August-] 
September, 5-17 and 20-29 September 2007. We 
undertook recce walks (White & Edwards 2000) 
mostly along the trail system around Erin Camp, 
including the "Nature Trail’ and old logging roads 
leading to the Erijah River and several farms beside 
it kapal S 23N 04718106E 70 m), 25 km in 
a straight line from the camp. We also walked the 
main road beyond Eseke to the Bailey bridge and 
in the opposite direction past Sodokurodu village 
(06°57°60"N 04?19'08"E), bisecting a mosaic of 
farmland and secondary forest. Thus we covered 
all of the representative forested areas of the 
reserve. Most of the accessible areas further away 
have been heavily logged or cultivated (R. Ikemeh 
pers. comm.). As we opted to concentrate our 
effort in forest habitat, limited observations were 
made in degraded areas and wetlands around J-4 
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Town, which were more thoroughly explored by 
Green et al. (2007). 

Censuses were conducted mostly during the 
morning, starting soon after sunrise to c.11.00 hrs, 
along existing trails. Less systematic walks were 
made in the afternoon, mostly along the “Nature 
Trail’ near the camp and its access trail. Tape- 
recording of bird vocalisations and playback were 
also used, mostly for species considered threatened 
or to check identifications. We used Chappuis 
(2001) as a sound reference to compare recordings 


and also for playback. 


Results and Discussion 

We recorded 154 species, not including a few 
seen only along the Benin City—Lagos road (Pied 
Crow Corvus albus, Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes 
monachus, Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis). We did not 
obtain a copy of Weeks’ unpublished bird list, so 
we computed only the subset of 74 range-restrict- 
ed species listed in Ezealor (2001), who mentions, 
but does not list in all, 147 species for the reserve. 
The species considered ‘additions’ below are there- 
fore not listed either by those sources or Green et 
al. (2007). Green et al. (2007) list 210 species, 
whilst Ezealor (2001) lists 11 species not found by 
them, of which we recorded nine. The 21 addi- 
tions made during our survey indicate that Omo 
Forest Reserve harbours at least 242 bird species 
(Appendix 1). 

At least 46 waterbirds (herons, rails, shorebirds 
and kingfishers) not particularly dependent on for- 
est were recorded. At least another 43 species are 
birds of prey, swifts, swallows, pipits, weavers and 
seedeaters more associated with open areas than 
forest habitats, many using roads and cultivated 
areas to colonise sites deep within the reserve. 

Although the forest avifauna of Omo FR is 
dominated by Guineo-Congolian taxa, it includes 
several Upper Guinea forms that reach east of 
the Dahomey Gap, such as Yellow-billed Barbet 
Trachyphonus purpuratus togoensis, Hairy-breasted 
Barbet Tricholaema hirsuta hirsuta, Red-tailed 
Greenbul Criniger calurus verreauxi and Vieillot’s 
Black Weaver Ploceus nigerrimus castaneofuscus. 

No positive evidence of Ibadan Malimbe 
Malimbus ibadanensis was found; a few pos- 
sible sightings were inconclusive. The forest at 
Omo appears structurally different from those 
around Ibadan (with fewer palms, for example), 
and the rainfall regime is different, but it is 
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Figure 2. (a) Male White-thighed Hornbill Bycanistes 
albotibialis; (b) female Yellow-casqued Hornbill 
Ceratogymna elata; (c) Black Dwarf Hornbill Tockus 
hartlaubi; (d) Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus 
bilineatus; (e) Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill Tockus camurus; 
(f) African Pygmy Kingfisher Ceyx pictus (Fabio Olmos) 
(a) Calao a cuisses blanches Bycanistes albotibialis male ; 
(b) Calao a casque jaune Ceratogymna elata femelle ; 

(c) Calao de Hartlaub Tockus hartlaubi ; (d) Barbion à 
croupion jaune Pogoniulus bilineatus ; (e) Calao pygmée 
Tockus camurus ; (D Martin-pécheur pygmée Ceyx pictus 


(Fábio Olmos) 
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nevertheless difficult to understand why this 
seemingly forest-edge species does not occur at 
Omo, especially given the possible records (still 
undocumented) from sites east and west of Omo 
(Fry et al 2004). 

Vocal activity was limited during our survey 
and most species were not strongly responsive to 
playback, as the main breeding season had drawn 
to a close. It is probable that more species will be 
added to the list with greater sampling effort and 
broader coverage, especially if more undisturbed 
areas in the reserve can be identified. 

The species most easily detected (Fig. 1) were 
either those with conspicuous voices (pigeons, 
some greenbuls, Pale-breasted Illadopsis ///adopsis 
rufipennis, Forest Robin Stiphrornis erythrothorax) 
or conspicuous when flying in flocks (hornbills). 
Two of the 20 more conspicuous species (Bristle- 
nosed Barbet Gymnobucco peli and Finsch’s 
Flycatcher Thrush Stizorhina finschi) are additions 
to the reserve’s list. 

Mixed-species flocks were fairly common and 
mostly included Spotted Greenbul /xonotus gut- 
tatus, Icterine Greenbul Phyllastrephus icterinus, 
Western Bearded Greenbul Criniger barbatus, 
Western Nicator Nicator chloris, drongos Dicrurus 
spp., Bristle-nosed Barbet, Naked-faced Barbet 
Gymnobucco calvus, Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill 
Tockus camurus, Vieillot's Black Weaver and 
Blue-billed Malimbe Malimbus nitens. Army ant 
swarms were seen to be attended by Fire-crested 
Alethe Alethe castanea, Grey-headed Bristlebill 
Bleda canicapillus and Red-tailed Bristlebill B. 
syndactylus. 

Abundant mistletoes were flowering and 
attracted many sunbirds, sometimes in loose 
flocks. One flock, at Erin Camp, included Collared 
Hedydipna collaris, Bates’s Cinnyris batesi, Olive- 
bellied C. chloropygius, Buff-throated Chalcomitra 
adelberti and Little Green Sunbirds Anthreptes 
seimundi 


Notes on selected species 

Additions to the reserve's avifaunal list are denot- 
d (+). Status and distribution in Nigeria from 
Elgood et al. (1994) is mentioned between square 


f^ r nthese 


Congo Serpent Eagle Dryotriorchis spectabilis (+) 
One soaring near Eseke on 14 September; another 
flying past Erin Camp carrying a whip snake in 


the late afternoon of 20 September. The follow- 
ing day one was calling early in the morning near 
camp and attracted with playback. Also heard 
near Eseke on 27 September. The birds had well- 
marked underparts, like the nominate, Upper 
Guinea, form. [Recorded from Cross River, Ondo, 
Sapoba, Ife and Gambari.] 


Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis (+) 
One soaring high over farm and forest mosaic near 


the bridge on 26 September. 


Fraser's Eagle Owl Bubo poensis 
One mobbed by a mixed flock of Icterine and 
other greenbuls, and Pied Hornbills Tockus fas- 
ciatus by the creek near camp on 11 September; 
a similar scene, with c.10 Pied Hornbills, was 
witnessed at almost the same spot on 24 
September. [Found from Bonny to Ibadan; 
considered uncommon. | 


Black Spinetail Telacanthura melanopygia (+) 

At least four large, all-dark chocolate-brown 
swifts with square tails flying over J-4 Town 
on 5 September. The powerful flight and jizz 
were quite similar to the large Neotropical 
Streptoprocne spp. [Patchily distributed, although 
likely to be overlooked, in southern Nigeria.] 


African Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx lecontei 

One seen in the lower canopy over the main 
trail to Erin Camp on 12 September. Probably 
under-recorded. [Rare or very local resident 
recorded at Benin City, Sapele, Ife, Okomu, 
Oban and Ibadan.] 


Black Dwarf Hornbill Tockus hartlaubi 

One was seen calling by the J-4 road on 26 
September. Listed for Omo by Ezealor (2001). 
Uncommon resident in tall forest across the 
country and the rarest, or the least conspicuous, 
hornbill in the area. [Uncommon resident in 
tall forest across the country.] 


Yellow-casqued Hornbill Ceratogymna elata 

A female with a resting flock of White-thighed 
Hornbills Bycanistes albotibialis and Black-and- 
white-casqued Hornbills B. subcylindricus along 
the Nature Trail on 8 September; a pair resting 
in an emergent tree along the same trail on 15 


September; a female in flight with Pied and 
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White-thighed Hornbills near Erin Camp on 
27 September. All records could refer to the 
same birds. [Rare resident of the high forest 
zone, especially from Benin eastwards.] 


Bristle-nosed Barbet Gymnobucco peli (+) 
Recorded alone or in small groups between Erin 
Camp and Eseke. A mixed colony with Naked- 
faced Barbets was active in a large dead tree near 
the intersection of the J-4 road and the trail to 
Erin Camp. [Less common than G. calvus; not 
recently recorded from the Lagos area.] 


Greater Honeyguide /ndicator indicator (+) 

A female in a tree by the J-4 road on 8 
September. An open-habitat species that is per- 
haps colonising formerly forested areas in the 
wake of deforestation. 


Brown-eared Woodpecker Campethera caroli 

A female foraging on a thick liana at forest edge 
near Eseke on 11 September; a male in the 
lower strata along the trail to the camp on 22 
September. [Rare; recorded in forest from near 
Benin and Okomu.] 


Gabon Woodpecker Dendropicus gabonensis (+) 
One photographed at forest edge by the J-4 
road on 14 September; another by Erin Camp 
on 23 September. A pair foraging high in 
Musanga trees by the J-4 road on 24 September. 
[Uncommon resident, usually in secondary for- 
est, from Lagos to Calabar.] 


Little Grey Greenbul Andropadus gracilis (+) 

A small greenbul with yellowish-olive under- 
parts (lacking in A. ansorgei), narrow white 
eye-ring and olive-grey head and throat identi- 
fied as this species was seen several times around 
Erin Camp and along the trail to Eseke. On 15 
September, one was foraging in the mid canopy 
with a flock of Golden Greenbuls Calyptocichla 
serina and Red-tailed Greenbuls in forest along 
‘the Nature Trail. On 24 September, along 
Shasha trail, a similar bird was attending an 
open-cup nest located 7 m high on a tree, 
presumably incubating as it remained in the 
nest when approached to 2 m. [Recorded in 
Cross River State, Ondo State, Sapoba, Ife and 
Gambari.] 
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Ansorge's Greenbul Andropadus ansorgei 

A few heard on 26-27 September between 
Eseke and the bridge and Erin Camp. Probably 
overlooked and is more broadly distributed west 
of the Niger than currently thought. Listed for 
Omo by Ezealor (2001). [Status unclear, prob- 
ably not uncommon resident, known from east 
of lower Niger and westwards at Sapoba.] 


Golden Greenbul Calyptocichla serina (+) 
Recorded foraging alone or in pairs in the lower 
canopy, sometimes in mixed flocks with other 
greenbuls and barbets. Identification based on 
relative size, bright yellow belly and pinkish 
bill. [Noted from Umuagwu, Gambari, Akure 
and Calabar.] 


Simple Leaflove Chlorocichla simplex (+) 

Heard at forest edge and in second-growth 
around Eseke village on 11 September; one seen 
at the intersection between the J-4 road and the 
camp’s trail on 22 September. [Common resi- 
dent of second growth, gardens, etc., in forest 
and derived savanna across the country.] 


Leaflove Pyrrhurus scandens (+) 

One by a creek en route to Sodokurodu on 23 
September; another consuming a large green 
caterpillar in the canopy of a large fig tree by the 
bridge on 26 September. [Uncommon and local 
resident in gallery forest and, sometimes, forest 
edge from Lekki Peninsula and Sapele north to 
Kainji, Zaria and Kagoro, also Obudu Plateau 
and Gashaka-Gumti National Dark 


Finsch’s Flycatcher Thrush Stizorhina finschi 
(+) 

One or two heard daily in early morning around 
Erin Camp; also seen along the Nature Trail 
and J-4 road between Eseke and the bridge. 
The birds sounded very much like the record- 
ings of Fraser's Flycatcher Thrush S. fraseri on 
Chappuis (2000) but all had white outer tails 
typical of S. finschi. [Not uncommon resident 
in forest from Lagos to Owerri. The similar S. 


fraseri is known only from Oban Hills.] 


Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops (+) 
Heard in grassy areas around J-4 Town on 20 
September. [Common in rank grass from Lagos 


to Calabar.] 
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Figure 4. (a) Fire-crested Alethe Alethe (diademata) castanea; (b) Blue Cuckooshrike Coracina azurea; (c) Pale-breasted 


l Illadopsis [ladopsis rufipennis; (d) White-browed Forest Flycatcher Fraseria cinerascens; (e) Little Green Sunbird 
| Anthreptes seimundi; (f) Buff-throated Sunbird Chalcomitra adelberti (Fábio Olmos) 


(a) Alèthe à couronne orangée Alethe (diademata) castanea ; (b) Echenilleur bleu Coracina azurea ; (c) Akalat à poitrine 
blanche //ladopsis rufipennis ; (d) Gobemouche à sourcils blancs Fraseria cinerascens ; (e) Souimanga de Seimund 
Anthreptes seimundi ; (f) Souimanga à gorge rousse Chalcomitra adelberti (Fábio Olmos) 
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Kemp’s Longbill Macrosphenus kempi (+) 

Commonly heard in vine tangles around Erin 
Camp and along the trails to Erijah. [Not uncom- 
mon resident in forest in the south-west from 


Lagos to Ife, and probably to the lower Niger.] 


Sooty Flycatcher Muscicapa infuscata (+) 

A pair of this drab, unmarked flycatcher was 
perched atop a dead snag by the Bailey bridge on 
16 September; a single with Collared Hedydipna 
collaris and Buff-throated Sunbirds Chalcomitra 
adelberti at forest edge near the bridge on 27 
September. [Uncommon resident, but locally 
not uncommon, in lowland mature forest from 
Gambari to Calabar, usually near the coast.] 


Shrike Flycatcher Megabyas flammulatus (+) 

A male atop a dead snag in farmland near the 
Erijah River on 11 September. [Uncommon resi- 
dent in forest canopy, mostly west of the Niger, 
occasionally to Ibadan and the southern scarp of 
Jos Plateau and Kagoro.] 


Yellow-bellied Wattle-eye Dyaphorophyia 
concreta (+) 
A pair with at least one young foraging in the 
canopy along the trail from the J-4 road to Erin 
Camp on 13 September. The birds had vivid 
yellow underparts, including the throat, typical 
of the subspecies graueri. Listed by BoA as occur- 
ring in south-east Nigeria east of the Niger from 
Umuagwu to Calabar and Oban, and also the 
south-west of the Obudu escarpment (Urban et al 
1997). [Very few records; known from two sight- 
ings in the Galabar area, two on the southern scarp 


df Obudn Plateau, and from Oban West. | 


Little Green Sunbird Anthreptes seimundi (+) 
This confusing, warbler-like small sunbird was 
commonly seen in pairs or small groups associated 
with mixed-species flocks foraging in the lower 
and mid-strata. A pair was mobbing a 
snake that eventually entered their purse-shaped 
nest c. m high on a fairly isolated tree by the 

ad at Eseke on 28 Septe imber. [Uncommon (or 
with records in rain forest belt from 
ind Lagos to Umuagwu and Oban.] 


canopy V 


1 j r 
overlooked 


[pake 


Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii (+) 
Smaller drongos with tails lacking obvious notches 
and a purple-blue sheen were assigned to this 


e Qe: 


species. Singles and pairs associated with mixed- 
species flocks of greenbuls and barbets. [Resident 
from the coastal zone (Lagos) to gallery forest and 
inselbergs of Guinea savannah zone.] 


Many-coloured Bushshrike Malaconotus 
multicolor (+) 

A pair, calling while foraging in vine tangles in 
the lower canopy by the J-4 road, observed at 
length on 17 September; two birds heard near 
Sodokurodu on 23 September. [Uncommon resi- 
dent in tall forest from Ilaro to Ife and Ikom; also 


seen at Kagoro and in Gashaka-Gumti National 
Park.] 


Forest Chestnut-winged Starling Onychognathus 
fulgidus (+) 

A pair atop dead trees by the camp on 10 
September, the long-tailed profile and the wing 
patches were conspicuous in flight. [Common and 
widespread in forest clearings and edges from the 
coast north to Ibadan.] 


White-breasted Negrofinch Nigrita fusconotus 
(+) 

A pair foraging low on trees at forest edge near 
Eseke on 12 September showed the contrasting 
white belly, black head and brown upperparts. 
(Uncommon resident in less-disturbed lowland 
forest, west of the Niger from the coast north to 


Ife and Akure.] 


Conservation 
Logging is ongoing and has damaged most of 
the reserve. Large areas are heavily disturbed and 
covered by lianas which, even in the absence of 
further disturbance, will make forest regeneration 
very slow. The intensity of the activity and the 
large number of logging roads have damaged the 
forest structure and undoubtedly affected more 
sensitive species. 

Human population and activity in the reserve 
Is increasing. We came across several recently 
cleared areas where plantains and other crops 
were being planted. Some were by the J-4 road 
(e.g. near Sodokurodu) and were easily detected. 
Control is slight or non-existent. Once we met 
a man who claimed to be a forest guard of the 
state’s Forestry Department and claimed that he 
had come to Eseke to investigate our work. He 
informed us that hunting is forbidden in the 
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reserve; shortly thereafter we came across a hunter 
and we heard at least two gun shots every day (and 
up to seven in one particularly busy night). As 
already noted by previous workers (Ezealor 2001), 
hunting pressure is very high. Hunters were 
met occasionally, even in the immediate vicinity 
of Erin Camp—a supposedly strictly protected 
area—and the casual collection of spent cartridges 
along the trails yielded 26 12-gauge shells by the 
end of our stay. Although mammals are the main 
targets, larger birds are also taken, thereby explain- 
ing the absence of Crested Guineafowl Guttera 
pucherani (reported to be common by Green et 
al. 2007) during our visit and the few records of 
Great Blue Turaco Corythaeola cristata, Latham’s 
Forest Francolin Francolinus lathami and casqued 
hornbills Ceratogymna spp. 

Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus, a harvested 
Near-Threatened species, has undergone a dra- 
matic decline: we recorded just one pair and a 
single, whereas flocks of hundreds were reported 
in the 1990s (Green er al. 2007). 

The villagers at Eseke stated that they were 
glad that elephants, buffaloes and chimpanzees 
which could damage their crops are no longer, 
or only rarely, found. Balancing effective wildlife 
conservation and the permanence of settlements 
in the area is therefore an unlikely goal without 
stronger law enforcement and economic incen- 
tives for the local people. If logging and further 
clearance can be halted, the patchwork of forest 
and farmland might permit regeneration of most 
areas within a few decades. Populations of impor- 
tant species, like long-lived larger hornbills, might 
also recover if hunting bans are enforced. 
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Appendix 1. Bird species recorded at Omo 
Forest Reserve, Nigeria. 

Species marked with a Cl are additions to the 
overall bird list made during this study; * indicates 
species seen along the Lagos—Benin road and likely 
to occur in more open areas in Omo. Numbers 
in the column ‘this study’ refer to the number 
of individuals detected per ten hours of censuses; 
‘x’ indicates species recorded off-census. Ezealor 
(2001) listed Guineo-Congolian endemics only. 
Sequence follows Borrow & Demey (2001). 


Annexe 1. Espèces d'oiseaux recensées dans 
la Forét classée d'Omo, Nigeria. 

Les espéces indiquées par (*) ont été ajoutées à 
la liste pendant la présente étude; un astérique * 
indique les especes observées le long de la route 
Lagos- Benin qui se trouvent probablement égale- 
ment dans les zones les plus ouvertes d'Omo. 
Les chiffres dans la colonne ‘this study’ ( = cette 
étude) indiquent le nombre d'individus observées 
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par 10 heures de recensements ; ‘x’ indique les 
espèces observées en dehors des recensements. 
Ezealor (2001) ne mentionne que les endémiques 
guinéo-congolais. L'ordre des espéces suit Borrow 


& Demey (2001). 


S Sz 
Podicipedidae We" 
Tachybaptus ruficollis Little Grebe X 
Ardeidae 
Ixobrychus sturmii Dwarf Bittern X 
Bubulcus ibis* Cattle Egret K 
Butorides striata Green-backed Heron X 
Egretta garzetta Little Egret x 
Egretta alba Great Egret X 
Ardea purpurea Purple Heron 7 
Ardea cinerea Grey Heron E 02 
Threskiornithidae 
Bostrychia hagedash Hadada Ibis x 16 
Anatidae 
Pteronetta hartlaubii Hartlaub's Duck X 
Accipitridae 
Pernis apivorus European Honey Buzzard x WE 
Macheiramphus alcinus Bat Hawk X 
Elanus caeruleus Black-shouldered Kite x 
Milvus migrans Black Kite US 
Gypohierax angolensis Palm-nut Vulture X T 
Necrosyrtes monachus" Hooded Vulture X 
Polyboroides typus African Harrier Hawk x 04 
Accipiter tachiro African Goshawk 5 
Urotriorchis macrourus Long-tailed Hawk CHE 
Kaupifalco monogrammicus ` Lizard Buzzard XC 
Buteo auguralis Red-necked Buzzard X 
Dryotriorchis spectabilis Congo Serpent Eagle 04 
Aquila rapax Tawny Eagle X 
Hieraaetus ayersii Ayres's Hawk Eagle X 
Lophaetus occipitalis* Long-crested Eagle X 
Stephanoaetus coronatus Crowned Eagle Ko j 
Falconidae 
Falco tinnunculus Common Kestrel e? 
Falco biarmicus Lanner Falcon X 
Phasianidae 
Francolinus lathami Latham's Forest Francolin xe x M2 
Francolinus bicalcaratus Double-spurred Francolin x 
Numididae 
Guttera pucherani Crested Guineafowl X 
Rallidae 
Himantomis haematopus Nkulengu Rail Xx DA 
Canirallus oculeus Grey-throated Rail X 
Sarothrura pulchra White-spotted Flufftail x x 2 
Crex egregia African Crake X 
Amauromis flavirostris Black Crake X 
Gallinula chloropus Common Moorhen X 
Heliornithidae 
Podica senegalensis African Finfoot i 
Jacanidae 
Actophilomis afncana African Jacana x 
Recurvirostridae 
Himantopus himantopus Black-winged Stilt X 
Charadriidae 
Charadnus forbesi Forbes's Plover X 
Vanellus albiceps White-headed Lapwing X 
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Scolopacidae 
Gallinago gallinago 
Tringa erythropus 
Tringa nebularia 

Tringa ochropus 

Tringa glareola 

Actitis hypoleucos 
Columbidae 

Treron calvus 

Turtur brehmeri 

Turtur tympanistria 
Turtur afer 

Streptopelia semitorquata 
Psittacidae 

Psittacus erithacus 
Musophagidae 
Corythaeola cristata 
Tauraco macrorhynchus 


Cuculidae 

Oxylophus levaillantii 
Clamator glandarius 
Cuculus solitarius 
Cuculus clamosus 
Cuculus gularis 
Cercococcyx olivinus 
Cercococcyx mechowi 
Chrysococcyx cupreus 
Chrysococcyx klaas 
Chrysococcyx caprius 
Ceuthmochares aereus 
Centropus leucogaster 
Centropus senegalensis 
Strigidae 

Bubo poensis 
Scotopelia bouvieri 
Strix woodfordii 
Caprimulgidae 
Caprimulgus climacurus 
Apodidae 

Rhaphidura sabini 
Telacanthura melanopygia* 
Neafrapus cassini 
Cypsiurus parvus 
Apus apus 

Apus affinis 
Alcedinidae 

Halcyon badia 
Halcyon leucocephala 
Halcyon malimbica 
Halcyon senegalensis 
Ceyx lecontei 

Ceyx pictus 

Alcedo leucogaster 
Alcedo cristata 

Alcedo quadribrachys 
Megaceryle maxima 
Ceryle rudis 
Meropidae 

Merops gularis 
Merops pusillus 
Merops albicollis 
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Common Snipe 
Spotted Redshank 
Common Greenshank 
Green Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Sandpiper 


African Green Pigeon 

Blue-headed Wood Dove X 
Tambourine Dove 

Blue-spotted Wood Dove 

Red-eyed Dove 


Grey Parrot X 


Great Blue Turaco 
Yellow-billed Turaco 


Levaillant's Cuckoo 

Great Spotted Cuckoo 

Red-chested Cuckoo 

Black Cuckoo 

African Cuckoo 

Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo 

Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoo X 
African Emerald Cuckoo 

Naass Cuckoo 

Didric Cuckoo 

Yellowbill 

Black-throated Coucal X 
Senegal Coucal 


Fraser's Eagle Ow! X 
Vermiculated Fishing Owl 
African Wood Owl 


Long-tailed Nightjar 


Sabine's Spinetail x 
Black Spinetail 

Cassin's Spinetail 

African Palm Swift 

Common Swift 

Little Swift 


Chocolate-backed Kingfisher X 
Grey-headed Kingfisher 

Blue-breasted Kingfisher 

Woodland Kingfisher 

African Dwarf Kingfisher X 
African Pygmy Kingfisher 
White-bellied Kingfisher X 
Malachite Kingfisher 

Shining-blue Kingfisher 

Giant Kingfisher 

Pied Kingfisher 


Black Bee-eater X 
Little Bee-eater 
White-throated Bee-eater 
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Coraciidae 

Eurystomus gularis 
Eurystomus glaucurus 
Phoeniculidae 
Phoeniculus castaneiceps 
Bucerotidae 
Tropicranus albocristatus 
Tockus hartlaubi 

Tockus camurus 

Tockus fasciatus 
Bycanistes fistulator 
Bycanistes subcylindricus 
Bycanistes albotibialis 
Ceratogymna elata 
Ceratogymna atrata 
Capitonidae 
Gymnobucco peli+ 
Gymnobucco calvus 
Pogoniulus scolopaceus 
Pogoniulus atroflavus 
Pogoniulus subsulphureus 
Pogoniulus bilineatus 
Buccanodon duchaillui 
Tricholaema hirsuta 
Trachyphonus purpuratus 
Indicatoridae 

Indicator maculatus 
Indicator indicator+ 
Picidae 

Campethera nivosa 
Campethera caroli 
Dendropicus gabonensis+ 
Dendropicus fuscescens 
Dendropicus pyrrhogaster 
Eurylaimidae 
Smithornis rufolateralis 
Pittidae 

Pitta angolensis 
Hirundinidae 

Hirundo semirufa 
Hirundo senegalensis 
Hirundo smithii 

Hirundo aethiopica 
Hirundo rustica 
Motacillidae 

Motacilla flava 

Motacilla aguimp 

Anthus leucophrys 
Anthus trivialis 
Macronyx croceus 
Campephagidae 
Coracina azurea 
Pycnonotidae 
Andropadus virens 
Andropadus gracilis* 
Andropadus ansorgei 
Andropadus curvirostris 
Andropadus gracilirostris 
Andropadus latirostris 
Calyptocichla serina+ 
Baeopogon indicator 


Blue-throated Roller 
Broad-billed Roller 


Forest Wood-hoopoe 


White-crested Hornbill 
Black-billed Dwarf Hornbill 
Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill 

African Pied Hornbill 

Piping Hornbill 
Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill 
White-thighed Hornbill 
Yellow-casqued Hornbill 
Black-casqued Hornbill 


Bristle-nosed Barbet 
Naked-faced Barbet 
Speckled Tinkerbird 
Red-rumped Tinkerbird 
Yellow-throated Tinkerbird 
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird 
Yellow-spotted Barbet 
Hairy-breasted Barbet 
Yellow-billed Barbet 


Spotted Honeyguide 
Greater Honeyguide 


Buff-spotted Woodpecker 
Brown-eared Woodpecker 
Gabon Woodpecker 
Cardinal Woodpecker 
Fire-bellied Woodpecker 


Rufous-sided Broadbill 
African Pitta 


Rufous-chested Swallow 
Mosque Swallow 
Wire-tailed Swallow 
Ethiopian Swallow 

Barn Swallow 


Yellow Wagtail 

African Pied Wagtail 
Plain-backed Pipit 

Tree Pipit 
Yellow-throated Longclaw 


Blue Cuckooshrike 


Little Greenbul 

Little Grey Greenbul 
Ansorge's Greenbul 
Cameroon Sombre Greenbul 
Slender-billed Greenbul 
Yellow-whiskered Greenbul 
Golden Greenbul 
Honeyguide Greenbul 
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Ixonotus guttatus 
Chlorocichla simplex+ 
Thescelocichla leucopleura 
Pyrrhurus scandens* 
Phyllastrepus ictennus 
Bleda syndactylus 
Bleda canicapillus 
Criniger barbatus 
Cnniger calurus 

Cnniger ndussumensis 
Pycnonotus barbatus 
Nicator chloris 
Turdidae 

Stiphromis erythrothorax 
Alethe (diademata) castanea 
Alethe poliocephala 
Neocossyphus poensis 
Stizorhina finschi+ 
Saxicola rubetra 
Myrmecocichla albifrons 
Zoothera pnncei 

Turdus pelios 

Sylviidae 

Hippolais polyglotta 
Cisticola erythrops* 
Cisticola anonymus 
Pnnia subfiava 

Apalis nignceps 

Apalis rufogularis 
Camaroptera brachyura 
Camaroptera supercilians 
Camaroptera chloronota 
Macrosphenus concolor 
Macrosphenus kempi* 
Sylvetta virens 
Phylloscopus trochilus 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Hylia prasina 
Muscicapidae 

Frasena ocreata 
Frasena cinerascens 
Myscicapa stnata 
Muscicapa infuscata* 
Muscicapa cassin 
Muscicapa comitata 
Myioparus plumbeus 
Ficedula hypoleuca 
Monarchidae 
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Spotted Greenbul 
Simple Leaflove 

Swamp Palm Bulbul 
Leaflove 

Icterine Greenbul 
Red-tailed Bristlebill 
Grey-headed Bristlebill 
Western Bearded Greenbul 
Red-tailed Greenbul 
White-bearded Greenbul 
Common Bulbul 
Western Nicator 


Forest Robin 

Fire-crested Alethe 
Brown-chested Alethe 
White-tailed Ant Thrush 
Finsch's Flycatcher Thrush 
Whinchat 

White-fronted Black Chat 
Grey Ground Thrush 
African Thrush 


Melodious Warbler 
Red-faced Cisticola 
Chattenng Cisticola 
Tawny-flanked Prinia 
Black-capped Apalis 
Buff-throated Apalis 
Grey-backed Camaroptera 
Yellow-browed Camaroptera 
Olive-green Camaroptera 
Grey Longbill 

Kemp's Longbill 

Green Crombec 

Willow Warbler 

Wood Warbler 

Green Hylia 


Frasers Forest Flycatcher 
White-browed Forest Flycatcher 
Spotted Flycatcher 

Sooty Flycatcher 

Cassin's Flycatcher 

Dusky-blue Flycatcher 
Lead-coloured Flycatcher 

Pied Flycatcher 


Chestnut-capped Flycatcher 
Dusky Crested Flycatcher 
Blue-headed Crested Flycatcher 
Afncan Paradise Flycatcher 
Red-belied Paradise Flycatcher 


Shrike Flycatcher 
Chestnut Wattle-eye 
ellow-beled Wattle-eye 


e Wattle o 
Common Wale omg 
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Remizidae 

Pholidornis rushiae 
Nectariniidae 
Anthreptes seimundi+ 
Deleornis fraseri 
Cyanomitra cyanolaema 
Cyanomitra olivacea 
Chalcomitra adelberti 
Hedydipna collaris 
Cinnyris chloropygius 
Cinnyris superbus 
Cinnyris batesi 
Zosteropidae 
Zosterops senegalensis 
Malaconotidae 
Malaconotus multicolor+ 
Dryoscopus sabini 
Dryoscopus gambensis 
Oriolidae 

Oriolus nigripennis 
Oriolus brachyrhynchus 
Dicruridae 

Dicrurus ludwigir* 
Dicrurus atripennis 
Dicrurus modestus 
Corvidae 

Corvus albus* 
Sturnidae 
Onychognathus fulgidus+ 
Lamprotornis purpureiceps 
Lamprotornis splendidus 
Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 
Passeridae 

Passer griseus 
Ploceidae 

Malimbus scutatus 
Malimbus malimbicus 
Malimbus nitens 
Malimbus rubricollis 
Ploceus nigricollis 
Ploceus nigerrimus 
Ploceus cucullatus 
Ploceus tncolor 

Ploceus albinucha 
Pachyphantes superciliosus 
Estrildidae 

Nignta luteifrons 

Nignta canicapillus 
Nignta fusconotus+ 
Nigrita bicolor 
Parmoptila woodhousei 
Spermophaga haematina 
Estnlda melpoda 
Lonchura cucullata 
Lonchura bicolor 
Viduidae 

Vidua macroura 
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Tit-hylia 


Little Green Sunbird 

Fraser's Sunbird 
Blue-throated Brown Sunbird 
Olive Sunbird 

Buff-throated Sunbird 
Collared Sunbird 
Olive-bellied Sunbird 

Superb Sunbird 

Bates's Sunbird 


Yellow White-eye 


Many-coloured Bushshrike 
Sabine's Puffback 
Northern Puffback 


Black-winged Oriole 
Western Black-headed Oriole 


Square-tailed Drongo 
Shining Drongo 
Velvet-mantled Drongo 


Pied Crow 


Forest Chestnut-winged Starling 
Purple-headed Glossy Starling 
Splendid Glossy Starling 
Violet-backed Starling 


Northern Grey-headed Sparrow 


Red-vented Malimbe 
Crested Malimbe 
Blue-billed Malimbe 
Red-headed Malimbe 
Black-necked Weaver 
Vieillots Black Weaver 
Village Weaver 
Yellow-mantled Weaver 
Maxwell's Black Weaver 
Compact Weaver 


Pale-fronted Negrofinch 
Grey-headed Negrofinch 
White-breasted Negrofinch 
Chestnut-breasted Negrofinch 
Red-headed Antpecker 
Western Bluebill 
Orange-cheeked Waxbill 
Bronze Mannikin 
Black-and-white Mannikin 


Pin-tailed Whydah 


Ezealor (2001) 
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